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NEWSLETTER Sep 2024 

  

Meetings are held at the St Thomas’ Centre, Chatsworth Road, Chesterfield S40 3AW 

starting at 7:30pm 

Members free, Visitors £3 

Filling in the music timeline 
Our Chairman David McPhie writes. 

Last year I did an illustrated talk for CADLHS on ‘100 Years of Chesterfield Music,’ but quite seriously over-ran 
my allotted time span, covering the early Dance Band years of the 1920s, 30s and 40s, the Queens Park Hotel 

 September 16th  

History of Old Whittington: its 
Church and People  

Philip Morris 



Folk Clubs during both Roger Buck and Graham Blankley’s eras, my own Smokestack Club (also at the QPH), 
the Carlton and Aquarius Clubs as covered by John Cuttriss’s books, and the (albeit sparse) Country Music, 
Jazz and Skiffle groups from the 1950s and 60s.  

I listed the big names who appeared on the stage of the ABC/Regal Cinema in the 50s and 60s (including Jimi 
Hendrix, Lonnie Donegan, Cliff Richard & the Shadows, Eddie Cochran, Billy Fury, Everly Brothers, Roy 
Orbison, Small Faces, Walker Brothers, etc.), and told the story of the Top Rank era at the Victoria Ballroom, 
when I was the resident DJ and compere during the time when just about every British Rock Group of any 
note appeared during the first half of the 1960s.  

I believe that ‘time may have been called’ at the meeting during my recounting of the (twin level) ‘Velvet 
Underground’ years, when the venue hosted the ‘Progressive’ bands from the second half of the 60s, 
including Jethro Tull, King Crimson, Yes, Free, Fairport Convention, etc.  

As I will not be continuing with a ‘Part Two’ talk, the interview with me by Aaron Brown of the S40Time 
podcast On YouTube and linked below) from about 4/5 years ago, will I believe continue the timeline and fill 
in some of the omissions from my curtailed story, including Hudsons Music Shop, ‘Some Kinda Mushroom’, 
Joe Cocker, Pink Floyd, the Blueberries and Shape of the Rain. 

The continuing Chesterfield Music Story, encompassing the latter half of the 70s, the 80s, 90s and the year 
2000 to the present, will have to be told by Stuart Smith (the Fusion Club), Pete Dodd (Thompson Twins), 
Aaron Brown (numerous groups from the 90s onwards to his current WonderWhys incarnation, and S40Time 
podcast) and David Palfreyman (currently researching the Derbyshire Times archives for advertising and 
editorial content on ‘live’ music and venues in the town from the early 60s onwards).  

Reading material 

‘Sounds in the Shadow of the Crooked Spire’ by David McPhie and Ian Lee, and ‘Dirty Stop Outs Guide to 
1960s Chesterfield by Pete Dodd. 

Interview 

You might also want to have a look at the interview linked below which covers how Joe Cocker got his record 
deal, Pink Floyd and Hendrix in Chesterfield in the 1960s. Here Aaron Brown interviews me on his S40Time 
on YouTube channel. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXANqesSjCU&t=49s 

 

Heritage Open Days 2024: 6-15 September 

Spital Cemetery is open every day. This year there is a downloadable map and guide on a 
selection of railway connections to burials in Spital Cemetery.  

On September 8th there are guided tours to the many native and non-native the trees in the 
cemetery. Pre booking is preferred. 
 

Elder Yard Chapel.  
Many historical artefacts will be on display. A collection of Pearson's pottery and a unique model of 
the chapel from 1972 will also be on display. 
 



The chapel will be open Friday 06 September: 1000-1600, Saturday 07 September: 1000-1600 and 
Sunday 08 September: 1500-1600 

Freemasons' Hall,  
A chance to see one of Chesterfield’s hidden gems and to find out more about Freemasonry and its 
rich history. A chance to see one of Chesterfield's hidden gems and find out more about 
Freemasonry and its rich. 

The Hall will be open Saturday 07 September: 1000-1600and and Sunday 08 September:1500-1600  

St Peter & St Paul, Old Brampton 
2024 is the 500th anniversary of Thomas Linacre's death. Find out what he did for Henry VII and 
Henry VIII, and his remarkable contribution to modern medicine. CADLHS will be there with a 
display about a former incumbent at the church, Edmund Cartwright, who was the first person to 
develop a power loom for weaving. Whilst he was at Old Brampton he discovered a cure for a 
‘putrid fever’. Also on display will be the stories of four of the ‘Remarkable Women of Chesterfield 
who had connections with the church. 

The Church will be open Saturday 14 September: 10:00 through 16:00. 


